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Mature Services’ Homecare program receives grant
WEST AKRON — Mature Services’ Homecare program recently received a $2,500 grant from BJ’s Charitable Foundation to provide services to help older adults stay in their
homes and remain independent for as long as possible.
The award will be used to purchase essential supplies to continue to serve older adults and older adults with disabilities who live in the area, according to agency officials.
The Homecare program provides home health aides who assist with personal care, housekeeping and vital errands such as grocery shopping for older adults and older adults
with disabilities, with services available to eligible residents of Summit County, according to agency officials.
“This award will provide essential supplies for our Homecare program, and there is a growing need for these services,” said Linda Valentine, president and CEO of Mature
Services.
Mature Services was established in 1975 to provide high-quality programs to empower the economic, social, physical and mental well-being of adults as they age, according to
agency officials. Mature Services’ programs include: homecare; alcohol, substance abuse and gambling treatment and prevention; mental health counseling; job training;
home delivered and congregate meals; a farmers’ market; volunteer opportunities; and an emergency food pantry.
“Support from companies like BJ’s make it possible for us to serve this growing segment of our population,” said Penny Holvey, director of Homecare.
To learn more about Home-care and Mature Services’ other programs, visit matureservices.org or contact Holvey at 330-253-4597, ext. 123.

Laurel Lake to break ground for new bistro, pub, Colony Shop
HUDSON — Laurel Lake Retirement Community in Hudson will break ground for the construction of a new bistro, pub and Colony Shop in April.
The project is Phase I of a multiyear Town Center Expansion Plan to renovate and expand Laurel Lake’s core campus amenities, according to Laurel Lake officials. The 150acre lifestyle community is working with conceptual designer Shekhar Bhushan, president of SB Architecture in Colorado, and Perspectus Architecture, of Cleveland, on a
strategic plan to transform Laurel Lake’s existing 100,000-square-foot commons into a more spacious, amenity-rich Town Center.
“For 25 years, Laurel Lake has offered much more than maintenance-free homes in a beautiful campus,” said Executive Director David Oster. “Our innovative connected
campus design promotes a close-knit community where residents are inspired to embrace life, stay healthy and pursue their passions. The coming improvements to our Town
Center will offer the perfect blend of services, amenities and atmosphere for current and future residents to enjoy.”
The bistro and pub will provide a new casual dining experience at Laurel Lake and bring the community’s number of campus restaurants to three, said Laurel Lake officials.
The new space will double as a coffee shop and new, larger pub and will serve wine, beer and spirits, according to Laurel Lake officials.
The bistro’s New England-style exterior will carry through the same stone-and-shake architectural elements found elsewhere on the campus, said Laurel Lake officials. Inside,
residents and their guests will be welcomed by a spacious new lounge with a resort-style central fireplace surrounded by seating groups.
According to Laurel Lake officials, the octagon-shaped bistro will have high ceilings with exposed wood beams and wrap-around windows to allow natural light. Bistro seating
will accommodate 60 people with room for larger gatherings to “spill over” into the neighboring lounge area. The new bar will offer both low seating and standing room,
while a self-serve coffee station will enable residents and their guests to access complimentary beverages 24 hours a day, according to Laurel Lake officials.
The relocated and expanded Colony Shop will better serve the Laurel Lake community as a mini grocery store and gift, card and snack shop, according to Laurel Lake
officials.
Construction is slated to begin in early to mid-April, weather permitting, and should take approximately eight to 10 months, according to Laurel Lake officials.
To learn more about Laurel Lake, located at 200 Laurel Lake Drive, call 866-650-2100 or visit www.laurellake.org.

ODA recognizes OPRS for participation in Music & Memory program
COLUMBUS — Ohio Department of Aging (ODA) Director Bonnie Burman and State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Beverley Laubert visited Cape May Retirement Village in
Wilmington to recognize the commitment by Ohio Presbyterian Retirement Services (OPRS) to offer the Music & Memory program in its nursing facilities.
Locally, Rockynol in West Akron is an OPRS community.
According to ODA officials, Music & Memory trains nursing home staff, other elder care professionals and family caregivers how to create and provide personalized playlists on
digital music players, such as iPods, that enable those struggling with dementia to reconnect to the world through memories triggered by the music they love.
“Music & Memory is an example of the types of person-centered care innovation that Ohio has been embracing, because it has been proven to lead to better outcomes for
care recipients and providers alike,” said Burman. “The principles and practices of Music & Memory also hold great potential for Ohio caregivers who care for loved ones with
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.”
According to ODA officials, the state Controlling Board approved a request by the department state ombudsman to use Civil Money Penalty funds authorized by the U.S.
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to contract with Music & Memory Inc. to certify participating Ohio nursing homes as Music & Memory certified care facilities. The
funding will be used to underwrite the costs of training and certification, equip Ohio’s regional long-term care ombudsman programs to support this expansion and provide
start-up kits and supplies for some participating facilities. No funds will be paid directly to nursing homes, said ODA officials. To receive this assistance, nursing homes must
participate in the Music & Memory Quality Improvement Project offered by the ODA.
“Our brains are hard-wired to connect music with long-term memory. Even for people with severe dementia, music can tap deep emotional recall,” said Laubert. “Beloved
music and other recordings often calm chaotic brain activity and enable the listener to focus on the present moment and regain a connection to others. It also can reduce the
use of medications and improve the quality of life for residents.”
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